SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN

Icon of Jesus Healing the Paralytic Man
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Mission Statement
Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Parish is a member of the Byzantine
Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy Spirit is called to
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and family, we grow in faith
and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating ourselves to welcoming,
celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the Parish Family. Pre-Baptism instructions are required. Contact Father Miron
Kerul’-Kmec, Jr. to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the Parish Family. Must
meet with Father Miron before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program is
required and three sessions with Father Miron. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Father Miron is always available for confessions 1 hour before each
Divine Liturgy, and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally, celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: Parishioners who are hospitalized are visited when Father Miron is
notified. It is especially important that a family member contact Father Miron whenever a loved one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Father Miron before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of Saints Peter and Paul Parish.
Registration is done only through the Pastor. Only those who are registered are considered members
of the Parish. Registered parishioners are those who have received contribution envelopes, and
assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of time, talent and treasure to SS. Peter and Paul
Parish. Worship at this parish is always expected. The Parish Office should be notified as soon as
possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the Parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Lisa Mosko is in the Parish office from 11:30 AM — 2:30 PM on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Father Miron is available on othr days and times by appointment.
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SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES: 4/25/2026 —5/3/2026

Fr. Miron is always available for confessions 1 hour before each Divine Liturgy.

Saturday
(Sun. Vigil)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

(Vigil Liturgy)

Sunday

25 April
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
26 April

9:30 AM
10:00 AM

27 April

28 April

29 April

6:00 PM

30 April

1 May

2 May
5:00 PM

3 May

10:00 AM

Reciting of Rosary
+Dr. Bohdan Czepak — Douglas & Janet Turner

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN. The Holy Martyr

Basil, Bishop of Amasea.

Reciting of Rosary
+James Basista, Jr. — Betty Zombar, Fr. John & Jennifer

The Holy Bishop-Martyr Symeon, Cousin of our Lord.
No Divine Liturgy

The Holy Apostles Jason and Sosipater. The Holy Martyrs
Dadas, Maximus and Quintillianus. Our Holy Father Cyril,
Bishop of Turov.

No Divine Liturgy

MID-PENTECOST. The Nine Holy Martyrs of Cyzice.
Our Venerable Fr. Memnon the Wonderworker

(pgs. 183-185).

+Sister Margaret Chuma — Benedictine Sisters

Post-festive Day of Mid-Pentecost. The Holy Apostle
James, Brother of John the Theologian.
No Divine Liturgy

Post-festive Day of Mid-Pentecost. The Holy Prophet

Jeremiah. The Passing of Blessed Clement Sheptyckyj (1951).
No Divine Liturgy

Post-festive Day of Mid-Pentecost. Our Holy Father

Athanasius the Great.

+WileyByers — Don & Helen Firment

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. The Holy Martyr
Timothy and His Wife Maura. The Passing of our Venerable
Father Theodosius of the Pecherskaya Lavra.

+Nancy Danko — Paul Danko & family
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Attentive to the Word

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN
John 5: 1-15
Follow directions on Pages 181 - 183

S G
THE PARALYTIC MAN

The man who had been ill for 38 years went to the
Bethesda pool in hope of being healed. But after 38 years of
infirmity, of prayer, of medical treatments, of waiting for a
miracle, his hope had gradually turned to hopelessness. He still
went to the pool (what else was there to do?) but he no longer
expected to be among those healed.

When Jesus asked him, 'Do you want to be well?" the
obvious answer should have been "Of course I do! Why else
would I come here?" But that was not his answer. Instead of
saying yes to Jesus' question, he gave an explanation for why
he was not healed — a justification for his sorry condition
(verse 7).

We can empathize with him. Thirty-eight years of

disappointment and suffering would wear almost anyone down. But does his example
also have a message for us? Have we become worn down by our chronic problems
and sins, so that we despair of things ever getting better? If so, Jesus' healing of this
man has a message for us. Jesus took the initiative to enter his life (verse 6) and heal
him despite his despairing response (verses 7-8). Jesus even healed him although he
had no idea of who Jesus was, much less faith in him (verses 12-13), and even though
Jesus would bring grief on his own head by this healing (verse 16). Jesus is likewise
concerned to rescue us from our infirmities and despair, no matter how long they have
lasted and how weak our faith may be.

For reflection: Do my thoughts dwell more on hopes that I will be healed from my
sins and infirmities, or on reasons why my situation is hopeless?
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MID-PENTECOST

On most feasts of our Church year we display an icon which depicts the event
commemorated and explains its theological meaning. This is not the case on the Feast of
Mid-Pentecost which is observed this week. This feast is observed on the 25th day of our
50 day Paschal season: the actual mid-point of this observance. It serves to turn our
minds towards the climax of these fifty days, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. As the highpoint of the Lord’s presence in our midst was His death and
resurrection, its climax was the event which brought us to share in His resurrection life:
the coming of the Spirit upon mankind in the Church.

The icon of this feast depicts the Gospel scene of the adult Christ teaching in the
temple during the Jewish festival. Often, however, the icon venerated on Mid-Pentecost
depicts the twelve year old Jesus “in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and
asking them questions” (Lk 2:46), indicating that at all times and in every way Christ is
the Source of wisdom, the Illuminator of our souls.

We have no documented witness to the origins of this feast, but it was widely
known by the fifth century. Today this feast is only observed in Byzantine Churches, but
this was not always so. Peter Chrysologus was a Western bishop who said that the feast
was observed in the Ambrosian rite and other Western usages.

St. Theophan the Recluse wrote about this Feast:

“On Mid-Pentecost we hear the call of the Lord: ‘Whosoever is thirsty, let him
come to Me and drink’ (John 7:37). If this is so, then let us all run to Him. Whatever you
thirst  for — so long as it is not contrary to the spirit of the Lord — you will find relief in
Him. If you thirst for knowledge, run to the Lord, for He is the one and only Light,
enlightening every man. If you thirst for cleansing from sin and quenching of the flames
of your conscience, run to the Lord, for He tore asunder the handwriting of our sins upon
the Cross. If you thirst for peace in your heart, run to the Lord, for He is the treasury of
all good, whose abundance will teach you to forget all deprivations and despise all
earthly good, so as to be filled with Him alone. If you need strength, He is almighty. If
you need glory, His glory surpasses the world. If you desire freedom, He gives true
freedom. He will resolve all of our doubts, loose the bonds of our passions, dispel all our
troubles and difficulties, will enable us to overcome all obstacles, temptations and
intrigues of the enemy, and will make smooth the path of our spiritual life. Let us all run
to the Lord!”

Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!
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SPLCIAL
l:‘EVENTS

THIS MONTH
I

Sun., April 26  Last ECF Class today until fall — 9:00 AM — 9:45 AM.

Y V

Mon., April 27 Church Cleaning Party 9 AM — Noon.

“Rule for Life” Class 6:00 PM in Church.

Fri. & Sat., May 1 & 2 Rummage Sale. See below.

Mon., May 4 “Rule for Life” Class 6:00 PM.

Wed., May 6  St. Vincent de Paul Meals Program 9 AM — 2 PM.
Wed..,May 6  Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM

Fri., May 8 Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM in Church.

Thurs., May 14 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD - Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM.
Fri., May 15 Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM in Church.

VVVYVYYVYYVYYVYVY

MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCES — MAY 10, 2026

By the Church entrances, there are forms with envelopes for Mother’s Day
Remembrances. If you are interested, please fill in the form and enclose it with $5.00
per name in the envelope. Please drop off in the collection basket.

Deadline for submission is Sunday, May 3, 2026.

RUMMAGE SALE & BAKE SALE

As you are doing your spring cleaning, please set aside any “gently used”
items to donate to our Rummage Sale. (Please - No clothes or large pieces of
furniture.)

“DROP-OFFS” to Social Hall before & after Liturgies:
This is the last weekend - April 25 & 26

RUMMAGE SALE & BAKE SALE:
Friday, May 1: 9AM-5PM
Saturday, May 2: 9 AM - 3 PM
Donations of homemade BAKED GOODS are greatly appreciated!
Any questions, please call Helen Firment @ 330-720-4740.
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Happy Birthday to Parishioners with Birthdays this week:
April 26 — Tammy Wilkes; April 27 — Richard Semon
April 30 — Marjorie Kordes; Elizabeth Miller; & Charles Karr, Jr.
Missed your birthday? Please let us know!

IMPORTANT: PICTURES FOR COMMEMORATIVE BOOK
Rudinec & Associates took parishioners’ pictures on November 22"
weekend in our Social Hall for our 100" Anniversary Commemorative Book. If
you didn’t get your pictures taken then, please plan on coming on the
following dates:
Saturday, May 16 — 4 PM - 7 PM
and
Sunday, May 17 — 11 AM - 1 PM
Please plan to be here and wear your Sunday best.
All parishioners need to have their pictures included in the
Commemorative Book!

2026 CEMETERY CLEAN-UP DAYS

We will be cleaning the Saints Peter and Paul Cemetery grounds on
Friday and Saturday, May 22" and 23", from 9 AM until mid-afternoon.
Everyone is welcome to come and lend a helping hand. Bring a lawn chair
for breaks during the day. We will provide light refreshments and snacks.
Also bring lawn care tools such as rakes, gloves, shovels, wheelbarrows,
trimmers or whatever you like to use to maintain gravesites and do light

e

yard work.

We ask that vou get to the cemetery before these dates and remove any items
from vour family gravesites that vou want to keep. We will be removing all remaining
items during the clean-up days. Please see details of the Cemetery Rules and
Regulations by the church entrances.

Please contact Tim Byers (419-577-8993) with any questions or suggestions.

Totals for: Good Friday..... $ 1,100.00
Easter........... $11,250.00
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SAINTS PETER & PAUL

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Saints Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church
180 Belvedere Avenue, NE

Warren, OH 44483

Office: 330-372-1875

Office Email: hello@stspeterpaulbyz.com
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The Cure of Baptism Foreshadowed

What manner of cure is this? What mystery does
it signify to us? For these things are not written
carelessly, or without a purpose, but as a figure
and type they show in outline things to come, in
order that what was exceedingly strange might
not, by coming unexpectedly, do harm among
the many the power of faith. What then is it that
they show in outline? A Baptism was about to
be given, possessing much power, and the great-
est of gifts, a Baptism purging all sins and mak-
ing men alive instead of dead. These things then
are foreshown as in a picture by the pool, and
by many other circumstances. And first is given
a water which purges the stains of our bodies,
and those defilements which are not, but seem to
be, as those from touching the dead, those from
leprosy, and other similar causes; under the old
covenant one may see many things done by water

on this account. However, let us now proceed to
the matter in hand.

First then, as I before said, He causes defilements
of our bodies, and afterwards infirmities of dif-
ferent kinds, to be done away by water. Because
God, desiring to bring us nearer to faith in Bap-
tism, no longer heals defilements only, but dis-
eases also. For those figures which came nearer
[in time] to the reality, both as regarded Baptism,
and the Passion, and the rest, were plainer than
the more ancient. ... And this miracle was done
in order that men, learning that it is possible by
water to heal the diseases of the body, and be-
ing exercised in this for a long time, might more
easily believe that it can also heal the diseases of
the soul.

St. John Chrysostom
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